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, and to reduce it to its origi- 


4 IF theſe hen had a fault, it lay in the breadth of their ; 
DE none 2 — 
exerciſe civil government, and it 


; but at the ſame time obliged them 
» and ary gon ae. hag | 


* ; 
PO — —— — 


(6) | 
to have loſt fight of it. and to have adopted principles 
— Ih of the Re. 4 _ * have diſcarded 
plety, incorporated luxury, And the few, who have not 

| _ up all ſenſe of ſhame, endeavour to conceal the 
candal under a cover of ſuperſtition. Thus we affect 
modeſty, and dance naked in a net to hide our ſhame ! 
Superſtition is to religion, ſays one, what aſtrology is 
to aſtronomy, the foolll dayghter of a wiſe mother. 
Theſe two. have long aþjogated mankind. Wehave 
no objection in general againſt days of faſting znd prayer, 
they have always the advantage of retaining a ſeriptural 
form of godlineſs, they are often edifying, and ſome- 
times neceſſary. Nor do we find fault with thoſe Chriſ- 
tians who make conſcience of obſerving all the feſtivals 
of their own churches. They have a right to judge for 
themſelves, and their fincerity will be rewarded. ''Nei- 
ther will we ſuppoſe the-Engliſh clergy to have been de- 
ficient in teaching their people, that all pructital reli- 
gion lan into Ae arts of moral obligations, and 
pefiti ve inſtitutes; that the firſt are univerfal, unalter- 
able, and eternal; and that the laſt were appointed by 
legiſlature to ſerve the purpoſes of the firſt. But as the 
cauſe of moral rectitude can never be pleaded too oſten, 
Nor the nacure of itexplained too clearly, 2s —— 
üs very apt to invade the rights of religion, and as num 
bers who have intereſt in theſe articles have not 
Teiſure to trace them through folios, it may not be un- 
ſeaſonable, and we truſt it will not be deemed imperti- 
nent, to ſe to public view in brief the —the 
— piety and the polity of church holidays. 
To diſcuſe one is to examine all, and we = a 2 
purpoſe that day, on which, it is reputed, t. er 
of our holy religion was crucified, commonly called 
'Goop-Faivar. e n 


The HisTory of Good. Frid m.. 
Let no one blame an hiſtorian who does not begin b& 
Tore his records, it is not his fault, it his virtue. Strict- 
Iy ſpeaking, all documents in Proteſtant churches ſhould 
be bund in the holy canon; for the people of each church 
refer an inquiſitive man to their clergy, their dergy 
refer him to their printed conſeſſionꝭ of faith, "and a 
Their confeſſions refer him to Scripture, Thars romany 
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veremonies in fome Proteſtant churches which do not 
3 to derive themſelves from Scripture immediately, 


ot they were appointed, they fay, by thoſe who were 


appointed by ſcripture to ordain them. The examina- 


of this appoimment does not fall under this article, 
and we defer it tothe next. At E we only obſerve, 
Good Friday is # ceremony of this kind, and the origi- 
nal records of pure Chriſtianity ſay nothing about it, 
Neither any one Evangeliſt, nor all the four together, 
narrate the wee hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, nor yet all the 
1 on which they enlarge moſt, 
hiſtorians, cloſes his hiſtory 
things 


of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and the was a Jew, and 
at ually uniform in 
crucifixion, had 


(8) 
they were made to coaleſce, and from this iti 
came Good-Friday, and other church holid Chri 


tianity affirmed the facts proſelyte mathematicians 
gueſſed at the times—pretended ſcholars accommodated 
prophecy and hiſtory to the favourite periods—and de- 
votional men, whoſe whole knowledge. confiſted in an 
art of turning popular notions to pious purpoſes, began 
to obſerve the days themſelves, by the aufterity of their 
— * they gave them a ſanctimonious air to others, 
and ſo recommended them to the obſervation of all who 
choſe to be accounted pious as well as wiſe. 5 : 
We hear nothing of Eaſter till the ſecond century, 
and then we find Polycarp, Anicetus, and others con- 
ferring on the time of keeping it, celebrating it at diſ- 
ferent times, and exerciſing a mutual toleration notwith- 
 fanding their differences. Jeſus Chriſt. was crucified at 
the time of the Jewiſh paſſover. The Chriſtians of Aſia 
celebrated Eafter on the fourteenth. day of the moon, 
'according to the law of Moſes, on whatever day of the 
week it fell, ſo that if they kept ſome years a Good 
Friday, they alſo kept in other Good Mana 
Good Sataerday, or Good ay day, for the day of Chriſt's 
crucifixion muſt be at its due diſtance from the day of 
his reſurreQion. "Theſe Eaftern Chriſtians pretended 
St. John kept Baſter ſo. The weſtern charches uſed to 
_ obſerve the Sunday after the fourteenth day of the 
March moon, and they ſaid St. Peter and St. Paul al- 
ways did ſo. . If theſe Chriſtians could not convince one. 
another in times. ſo near thoſe of the Apoſtles, it is not 
likely we ſhould be able to determine the ume of Eaſter 
now. We have nothing more then to-add-here, except 
that they debated and differed like Chriſtians, they tole- 
rated one another, they communicated together, and the 
liberal temper of ſuch diſputants is always edifying, 
however idle we may think the:diſpute. 3 
About the year 190 Victor I. then biſhop of che church 
at Rome, had the audacity to encommunicate thoſe 
Chriſtians who kept Eaſter on the fourteenth day of the 
moon. The encommunicated pitied his pride, . 
+ ſevered in their pra 
ö caballed, Fel | L 8 'T 
of Arles, held in the year 314, having no donbt the 
fear of God before their. eyes, and bei wi 
more wiſdom, more power, or more 


695 
their predeceſſors, brenn that all churches, ſhould 


celebrate Eaſter on the Sazxday after the fourteenth of 


the moon of March, when that moon ſhould . | 
after the vernal equinox. Eleven years after, the.cvun- 
cil of Nice confirmed this decree, and the Emperor 


Conftancine enforced it by orders . — 


vinees of the empire. The council did not ta 
provide for one difficulty which might ariſe, which 
might produce. a new diſſention, and t down that 
idol, ax;formity, which theſe Chriſtian Nebuchadnezzars 
had committed ſo many crimes to ſet up. The four- 
teenth day of the full moon in March might fall on a 
Sunday. It did ſo. A difficulty ſtarted, and. different 
opinions followed. The Eaſtern churches celebrated 


Eaſter on the day of the full moon, when it fell on a 


Sunday in March. The Weſtera Chriſtians deferred it 


to the Sunday following. How could a ſynod of 318 


biſhops, they were but men, foreſee this difficulty! 
In the ſeventh. century, one of our petty kings, 

having been inſtrufted in the Chriſtian 3 Scotch 

Monks, kept Eaſter after the Aſian faſhion, while his 


neen, who had been taught by.a Roman prieſt, ob- 
| pawn it in the weſtern way; and it ſometimes hap- 


pened, that his majeſty was joyfully celebrating our Sa- 
viour's reſurrectian, while the queen was faſting on ace 
count of his crucifixion. To get rid of this inconveni- 
ence, the king:ſummoned a council to meet at Withby 
to determine the original time of Eaſter, The clergy 
on the one fide reſted their cauſe on tradition derived 


from St. John,  while-the-clergy on the other arged that 


which came from St. Peter. The king was judge, the 
balanee inclined neither way, and long was he ex- 


ed wich authorities quite equal; at length being inform- 


St. Jahn might be, St. Peter 


ed, chat, however: great 
lom of heaven, the Ling 


kept the keys of the ki 


rudently took care of the main chance, declared for St. 


＋ and Eaſter has. fallen on a Sunday in England 
ever ſince. | | 

Good-Friday: had. the fate. of all. other, holidays it 
had a ſolemn ſervice. compoſed for it, and, being eſta - 
bliſhed by civil power, the people were obliged to faſt— 


and to pra- and to lay——and to fiog=and fo on to ha 
chapter. R 3 
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When king Henry VIII. reformed the Britiſh church, 
although he diſcarded many feſtivals, yet be thought 


proper to retain Eaſter, and Lent its age. 
2 e 


e prin guſt family 3 and the inhabita 
| nt au it, nts 
of th country now enjoy the liberty of keeping fel 
— or of renouncing them. 

The hiſtory then In brief is this. Neither Good- 
Friday, nie ne he Faſts or Feaſts were a 
de obſerved by the Lord Jeſas Chrift, or. kis apoſtles. 
The time of Chrift's birth cannot be made aut, and 
that of his crucifixion is uncertain. Could we aſſure 
ourſelves of the year, we could not prove that the Jews 
. obſerved the regreſſions of the equinox, nor that they 
made uſe of accurate aſtronomical tables. No traces of 
Eafter are to be found in the firſt century, nor for 2 
IRE ho Be When the firſt o of it 
they could not make evidence of their coming 


3 and . day at 
all. Our anceſtors murdered one another 

on this ſubject: but we are fallen under wiſer 
and better civil governors, who allow us.to think and 
_ — the n 
ment; lan of Scripture is n 
the law of our country, He dle regardeth a day, let him 
regard it to the Lord: and be, ee nee Hs 
#6 the Lord lit bim not regard it. What good chr 
69 
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nod pdigtyrectoms 
ſure, and conſidered as . 
i dach a caſe, the Cikiple of 


(en } 


compelled te enquire, whoſe are we, and whom do we 
ſerve? His we are whom we obey. | 

| Should a man form an: idea of the chriſtian churck 
from reading the New Teſtament, in which Jewiſh ce- 
remonies are faid to be a yoke, which neither the Jews 
of Chriſtꝰ time, nor their anceſtors were able to bear 


judice in his mind againft 
that Joab had a hand'inliis alteration. | 


un bĩaſſed ju 
nevolence and power the moſt extenſive, are abſolutely 
and indiſpenſably qualifications in religious 

iſlation. The nature of God and Man—the relation 


conditions and. circumſtances of. 


of 


i loch to bow, ſo; it muſt bo ft 
— uft 
blind 


l when it pays its 
exerciſe—and 


obleſt 


„ and he would be obliged to inquire 


It muſt be allowed, conſummate wiſdom—ecool and 
t—refitude the moſt rigid—and be- 


each to the other<-and of beth to all the countleſs 
all the reſt of mankind 


Saenb by autharity f Geek 8 theie: 
. | 
ratified the thirty- nine articles of their faich, - one: of; 
which affirms, tbe. nunc hath, ur to: dem rites 
and ceremonies, and authority. is. of faith. 
Fhis clauſe is ſaid by them to mean, that the ** gaver-. 
nors of the church have to determine what ſhall: 
be received and proſeſſed for ruth among the | 
of the church, 3 to 
ſentence, though they err in their ſentence.” r | 
| — words 
; Theſethirty-nine articles were rſt produced in — 


fad, 3 


© - S 
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prieſteraſt. Ic is not in king Edward's: articles. It is 
not in 222 F 
vocation, and ſtill in Benet colleye, Cam 
* 

preſdent 


no i is reſtrained 10 
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reſident of ue alembly It was-ndt in the printed book 
-ractifged I ene vtec the latin tranſla- 
tions df th times nor did it dare to ſhew itfelf till 


twenty-two years after, 46 Heylid, and other high 
-chuchmen allow. 


Subſcription to this clauſe js mere miummery ; for 


what does it-meari? The cherch power to decree rites 
und ceremonies ! An abſolute falſchood. One perſon in 
"this church, and one perſon only hath power to decree 


.vites and ceremonies. The common people pretend to 


"none. The i 


have introduced 


ns pictures — 


-candles on the 


they had no right to do ſo; for as the Common Prayer 
bock no where enjoihs them, they are expreſsly prohibit · 


ed by the act of uniformity, which ſays no rites or cere- 


-monies ſhall be uſed in any church - other than what 
is preſcribed and aryoixTEzD to be uſed in and by the 


Common Prayer book. By what effrontery does a priett 


allow organs in publick worſhip after he has fubſcribed 
0 the truth of an homily, which declares them ſuper- 


_  -Hlitious! Or with what tion does he dare, in di- 


rect oppoſition to act of parliament, to invade a prero- 
garive that belongs to the crown! Neither a convocation, 
[nor an hoaſe of commons, nor a houſe of lords, nor all 


- bgether have a power to decree rites, Ceremonies, and 
articles of faith in the eſtabliſhed church of England, the 
:couftiration has confirmed it as a royal prerogative, aud 


- 


annexed i to the-impetial crown of this alm. 
In formibyrimes our kings ceded this tive to the 
pope, at the Reformation they reclaimed it, and lotig 


 _afcer thee Reformation they refuſed to ſuffer the other 


branches of the legiſlature to examine, or to meddle with 
it: bat in later times this prerogative was bounded, and 


indeed; is not fo explicic as 
act is undeniable. 


of the whole legiſla- 
» The mode of reſtraiut, 
mipht have been; but the 


- "The Englis Nencotformifts think civil government, 


* 


| nmunion table—bowing towards the 
-eaſt—and placing the communion table altar-wiſe : but 


40 the national eſtabliſhed church. 
By the act of toleration che crown agreed to reſign, and 


An eſſect it did a y relgn this prerogative in regard 
to the — 4 and this teſſiom is become a part 


1 
fappoſe the form of it arbitrary, and left to the free 
choice of all nations under heaven—they believe the 
form of mixt mezarchy to be the beſt - hut were they in 
Venice they would yield civil obedience to ariftocracys; 
in Holland to a r-public, or in France to an abſolute 
monarchy, the beſt mode of civil ment making 
DO part of their religion — They think in all ſtates impli> 
edly, and in the Britiſh moſt expreſsly, there ſabſiſts an 
6riginal contrad between the prince and the —_ 
believe the limitation of regal prerogative by bennds = 
certain that it is impoſſihle a prince ſhould ever exceed 
them without the conſent of the people, one of the prin- 
pipal bulwarks of civil liberty they think there 
are ordinary Courſes of law y eſtabliſhed, - and 
not to be diſobeyed, and they believe there are r- 
iraordigary recourſes to firſt principles neceſſary when 
the contracts of ſociety are in danger of diſfolution— 
they think theſe principles alone are the baſes of prerog:- 
tive and liberty, of the king's title to the crown, and 
that freedom which they enjoy under his auſpicigus 
reign; and theſe, their ſeytiments, are thoſe of the 
wiſeſt philoſophers—the ableſt lawyers—and the moſt ac- 
complithed ftateſmen, that Britain ever produce. 
The Engliſh Nonconformiſts abſolutely deny all b 
authority in. matters of religion they deny it to all civil 
governments of every form - they think Jeſus Chriſt the 
ſole bead of the Chriſtian church they ſay the Scriptures 
are his only code of conſcience law—Al. the articles of 
their belief are contained in hi dotrine—all their hopes 
of obtaining immortal felicity in hit mediation—all 
their moral duties in the great law of nature explained by 
revehation—and all their religious rites, and ical 
law, in bis poſitive inſtitutes unexplained, or rather un- 
perplexed by human creeds—they ſay Jeſus Chrift him- 
5 ft does not require obedience wit bent evidence—that 
they ſubmit to him, as God gave bim, as a pro 4 
Prieſt, and a king, on the fulleſt Fn 
religion has nothing hoſtile to civil governmes?, but is 
highly beneficial to it—that although it is no part of it 
to determiſie the beſt form, yet it is apart of it to ſubmit 
in civil matters to the powers that be. On theſe princi- 
ples they juſtify the apoſtles for embracing Chriſtianity, 
ries, who ſubyerted eſtabliſhed religions by. propagating 
u- the reformation from pop&y—aud the revolution, 


ten 
f ; | 1 . | 
Ant Yerlironell high church . tyranny. For their civil 
principles they are ready to die 2a Britons, and for their 
religious ones as Chriſtians. 
But we have loft Fri! no wonder. Good-Friday 
is a rebel apaink the king bf kings; and always when 
loyal ſubjects approach him the traitor lurks behind, 
g popes and prieſts, and hides his guilty 
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u gn beak of ay cm Gd, tber 1 
a ort ons to. anſwer. . Firſt, Is tlie 
obſervation of an 3 faſt id memoration of the 
death of Chriſt, a duty required by almigh — 
_ How is this duty n by thoſe, w 

1 a duty? 

All duties, which God requires of all mankind, are 
eontained in the moral law. Moral obligations are 
founded in the nature and fitneſs of things. There is 
a fitneſs between the care of a parent, and the obedi- 
ence of a child. Filial obedience is therefore a moral 
duty. There is a fitneſs between civil government and 
taxes. Governors protect ſubjecte, ſubjects ought 
therefore to ſupport governors. Taxes for the 
ſupport of government are therefore dues, and the pay- 
ment of them moral obligation. But nobody ever yet 
Pretended to make the celebration of: Eaſter, 'a par of 
| ohe moral law. a 

The other clafs of duties required. of all. Chriſtians is 
contained i in poſitive inſtitutes. Baptiſm is a poſitive in- 
Kitute; the celebration of the Lord's ſupper Hon 
ive inſtitute. _ would not have been obli 
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Monies;:0ne of which is this day; were we to balance 
accounts: between moral law and human inſtitute, wg 
Hould be obliged to charge to the latter a moſt enor- 
mous and ruinous ſum. We ſhould ſet down the un- 
warrantable . implication of the imperfeQtion of Chriſti- 
anity as Jeſus Chriſt appointed it - the incorrigible ob- 
Rinacy of judaizing bunglers, who united a provincial 
ritual with an univerſal religion — the raſh. enterprizes 
of minute philoſophers, who affociated the mummeries 
of Belial with the miracles of Chriſt—the paltry bab- 
bling! of traditioniſts, whoſe impertinence put them on 


_ pretending to give evidence to wiſe and grave men by 


their ſenſeleſs repetitions of, I heard ſay, that he heard 
ſay, that ſhe heard ſay, that they heard ſay the ſelf- 


employed and uncommiſſioned racket of councils - the 


atchievements of .zhoſe knights errant the popes 
of Rome the baſe conceſſions and ſelf. contradictions of 


L hjerachical ſquires— their flattering, betraying, 
pling. deſerting, and aſſaſſinating emperors and 
kings—the ſubverting of all ſound maxims of civil 


* 


of the members of the eltabliſh-" 
ad church pey no regard. at all to GoodeFriday, * de 


* 


and produces a blind, fordid; forry; ora 
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fome of them know why it & 7 There 12-ud- 
piety ſurely in profeſſing 3 zen, which. is neither 

_ underſtood not obeyed, The greater part of opulent: 
other 


members of this community pay 0 
the day than dining on fiſh in preference to 

is net piety. Numbers of the clergy read the ritu 
and deliver a ſermon compoſed. by others, and 
their whole performance. Moſt artiftcers, a 
df the lower claſs, imitate their fuperiors. 
them do not obſerve the day at all, and 
hate work worſe tan witchcraft; go in 
church, and in the evening to the alehouſe, 
depoſit piety mill Eaſter Sunday, and then travel the 
fame round again. Should a man lay afide ſecular af 
fairs, abſtain from food, dreſs in black, go to chu 
ſay after the parſon, hear the fermon, aud thoſe the da 
without company _ _—_— _ methodiſt en 

pretend to arraign the con this man And yet, 
| moſt certain it is, he may do all theſe without perſerm- 
ing one act of genuine piety. Te | 

n ſhort, there are two 8 of religions 

action, cuſtom and conſcience. iſ 'petminates; 
Nag leſus, dec. 
nominated religion; but really ſuperſlition. The lattety 
conſcience, may be enervated by igneranee, floth, foru- 
r and ſecular intereſt, and in this in face of health 

xy 
and 


| 


uce a weak family df genuine moral virtues, 
filly deformed ſuperſtitions: but, being right in 
the main, the will always pay her firſt and chief attention 
td her moral offspring. Pofitive inſtitutes, and even hy-< 
man inventions, may be obeyed by people of this kind z 
| bur they will never encroach on the rights of natural, ne- 
ceſſary, moral law. If the ceremonial of religion ſupply 
the place of religion itſelf—if the former — 2 
the latter —if the former divert the attention fret the 
latter - it becomes a reprehenfible ſuperſtition. 5 
What then fhall we fay of thoſe, whoſe whole piety 
lies in the obſervation of days, and times, and years} We 


know what an ey apoſtle ſaid to fuck people, 7 aw 
_ affaid I bude beſtownd apon you Inbour in vain; Facet 
* 


unĩverſal nature! in vain haft thou given us 
learning, reaſon, and religion —im viin does 3 
ledge of all antiquf̃ty ſhine around uin vain has the 
{av of navure been explamne®10 vs by the writers of reve« 


— 
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n yain haft thou beſtowed thy beſt and · rĩcheſt gift 
| the goſpel on us, and a government that allows us to 

judge of it—We live in the open violation of all thy 
laws—we curſe and ſwear and blaſpheme—we p 
thy holy ſabbaths—we are guilty of drunkenneſs, de- 
bauchery, perjury, fimony, bribery, impiety, and r- 
| * of all kinds — our children er in — 
ligious principles — our property is waſted in gamin 
— prieſts and our prophets exemplify 
luxury—and we expect to avert all our deſerved miſeries, 
and to attone ſor all our impieties, by 44 have we 
not faſted on Good-Frid:y, and fe Hager Suns 
day? The Jewiſh prieſts, at the worſt of Ir 8. Ha 
ſied for hire; but | xg Chriſtian 
propheſy not. 'They vote indeed! but a ye N xc 
ed Nabobs! ye French Canadian Papiſts! ye widows 
and orphans! ye depopulated cities, and ruined come 
merce of rebellious coloniſts! ſay, for what do Britiſh 
. miniſters of the prince of peace vote . . . They voto 
that yon wheelwright's children muſt faſt on Good-Fi- 
day 1 This lead us tothe lt cl. | 


| The Por irre God. Fridays 


Before Chriſtianity was underſtood in the world, the 
eſt apologiſts for it ;hought rhemſelves bappy, as St. Paul 
expreſſes it, when they were called to defend it befors 
Equitable civil magiſtrates j in courts of legal judicaturee 
They had great reaſon tc ccjoice in theſe opportunities, 

for they taught a religion, which recommended itſelf 
all Juſt governments by its perfect ent with civil 

Primitive Chriſtianity wanted only to be known, 
It was ſure to gain ground by being underſtood. Theſs 
divine men were able to ſay—ls the origin of civil go- 
vernment ſacred? We teach, that civil government is 
ordained by God,—Is the well-being of the whole the 
| ſupreme law in civil polity? So it is in Chriſtianity.— 
Do Rates flouriſh, when. the people yield. a ready obedi- 
ence to ciyil government, and 2 dignity of 
e Chriſtianity inculcates —Do tempe- 
rance, induſtry, » and. virtue render ſtates hapay? 
2 Bow inculcates theſe.— Are ſtates happ 
— do not prevail ail, when kind offices abounc 
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. che whoſe? Chriſtianity aboliſhes party faltions 
odious diſtinctions, and curbs the paſſions that pro- 
dice them; and as to tiniverſal love it is the religion of 
—ç itſelf.—Do ſtates enjoy tratiquillity when learnin 
d liberty, conſcierice and virtue are nouriſhed, k 
When impartial equity rewards merit, and reſtraĩns and 
*r vite? Chriſtianity does all theſe. Are ftates 
afe, When they retain a conſtitutional power of re- 
— grievances, of inſuring life, liberty, and pro- 
Forty om foreign and domeſtic invaſion, and of redue- 
Ing all caſes to dne invariable ſtandard of impartial and 
tblverſal uſtice? Chriſlianity inculc:tes e pro- 
duRive of all this. No inftance therefore can be pro- 
"duced df our attempting to ſubvert civit government ; on 
the contrary, we ire entruſted with a conciliating plan 
of unirerſal peace between ſecular and ſacred thinys by 

Jeſus Chriſt. 3 4 
The edrruptòrs of Chrianity deprived it of this noble 
plea ; they bartefed paticy for power, exchanged argu- 
ment for authority, und made a ſtandalous track of af! 
the truths and virtues of religion for the feals of a prigct, 
and the keys of a jail, They invented words of incxpli- 
cable myſtery, anid inflited penalties. dh thoſe, who 
could not interpret their dreams they caſt innumerable 

'canons, and with them deſtroyed the lives, and Bertie, 
und properties of their peaceable brethren==they arined 
Prieſts with ſecular power, and covered their barbatoes 
uſe of it with infinite pomp—they excited pri; ces to hute, 
-perſecute, baniſh, and burn their ſubjeets fur matters bf 
conſcience— they thought lay fubjecis beheath worlee, 
_ "kings above law, and themſelves above kinga To their 
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the whole fabric of popery on 5 for the evident 
Urift of them is not oh * 
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t on. the fate: but to place the ſtate in 3 cogdition. E 
23238 on the church. Their ſyſtem, is falſe in 
. . bent with 875 F patible VIV 
| | tyfion—anc leſtructive of Chriſt's | 
of He heſe writers have lodged their fer. 


yy in 55. dark cayerns. of metaphorical ſtyle, and 
— ey Turk in ſeeming aſylum. There is an imagi- 


| g called the church governing diltiaR from the 
5 yy exved—this avimal has A. in 1 of 
„ gh language, and the laws of reciſe argumen- 
. EA be. IE or a p itute, for ſhe is 
wed a mathers. it. ſeems, and has children — All this may be 
v e by thing of this is reaſon, leſs fill can it 
tion 25 leaſt of all is it that religion 
1 4 Jets ie, and which never diminiſhes the 


l 
9 Nane ion ae the moſt ſimple thing in the. 
world. was not formed on the plan of the 
ewiſh goyernment, Sir either of the ſtate, temple, ſanhe- 
Jenn or ſyna on that of any other ſtate, 
Ether that of = Pr at of Athens. The di 
of 9045 e chriſtian church at Jeruſalem, called | miſtaks, 
ft council, was advice; but not law.—Canons in 
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God—for talking of a kingdom of ſaints upon earth 
| However, theſe ſons of ſedition prayed for Czſar—tanght 
all due obedience to him—paid his tribate—fought in 
his wars—treated all inferior magiſtrates with profound 
reſpect; and theſe things they did not for prudential 
_ reaſons of worldly policy, but from examined and adopt · 
ed principles of genuine chriſtianity. Jag 
| he whole farrago of a ſecular religion is a burden, 
an expence, a diſtreſs to Government, and every cor- 
rupt part and parcel of it is ſome way or other injurious 
to civil polity. Confider a kingdom as one large fami- 
_ Iy, ſum up the prieſthood into one domeſtic chaplain, 
compare what he coſts with the good he does, and judge 
whether the family gains as it ought, or loſes as 1b 
ought not by his chaplainſhip. ” ' © 
| To come to the point. We apply theſe ſtric 
tures to one article, conſiſting of faſts, feaſts, and holi- 
days. We divide theſe into ſive claſſes, and diſcharge 
four of them. In the firſt we place all thoſe lere ho- 
lidays, which were ir. vogue before the Reformation, 
ſuch as the Aſſumption - the Conception Silveſter 
Britius—and ſuch like, which were very properly re- 
- tained in the calendar at the Reformation for law uſes, 
for the aſcertaining of the times of tenures, and of the 
A of dues—or of charitable donations, that were 
ated by theſe days. In a ſecond claſs we put all the 
Sundays in the year; for although ſome divines hold the 
morality of the Sabbath, and others place it among po- | 
fitive inſtitutes, yet all agree in the neceſſity of keeping 
2 day, and a pious clergy know how to improve it to the 
nobleſt uſes of church and ſtate, In a third we put alt 
red. letter days, as coronation days, birth days, and 
others. The ſuſpending of buſineſs on thoſe days is a 
very 1 compliment to our civil governors, and the 
healths and ſpirits of gentlemen confined in public of. 
fices require relaxation and exerciſe, Nobody pretends 
to make religion of theſe, and they are on many se- 
counts quite neceflary. In a fourth claſs, we put all 
_ Thoſe Saint's days, and other holidays, which the corey | 
are obliged by their ſuperiors. to obſerve, They ough 
not to complain, if they are required to faſt on the zoth 
of January for the expiation of a crime, which no may 
alive committed; for they are am 
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the leaſt benefit. All theſe we diſmiſs, and retain only 


a. fifth ſort of holidays, which conſtitution and cuſtons © 


engage the whole national church to obſerve ; the ſmall- 
eſt number of theſe is TEn. A very little attention will 


convince us, that the obſervation of theſe ten holidays 


is productive of ro real advantage; but, on the con- 
trary, of much damage to the nation at _— 8 
As theſe feſtivals are generally obſerved, they hurt 


the healths, the morals, and the little property of the 


r- they depreſs virtue, encourage vice, and generate 
2 clog buſineſa, 3 the ns, in 
creaſe the rates of pariſhes, endanger the peace of ſo- 
ciety at large, lex magiſtrates—in a word, they im- 
poveriſſi the kin in proportion to the extent of 
their influence. 5 

To examine only one of theſe articles: Suppoſe a2 
day labourer employed all the year at ſeven ſhillings a 


| week, that is, at fourteen pence a day; ten days of his 


time are worth to his family eleven ſhillings and eight 
Pence. Not to earn is to pay, and this poor fellow is 
actually at the annual charge of eleven and eight pence 
for the ſupport of annual feſtivals. Let us ſu an o fur- 
ther, that his wife earns fix pence a day, and his four 
children four pence each, at ſpinning, ſtone gathering, 
or any other work; ten days of the woman's time are 
worth five ſhillings; ten days of each child are worth 

three and four pence, So that this man's wife and chil - 


. dren for feſtivals eighteen ſhillings and four pence 
- — 4 We are * to add * : 


nces of this family on theſe days; for it is all a 
to talk of their faſting, they have no faſts in their 
calendar, all are feſtivals with them, and they never faſt 
when they can get victuals. We allow the poor man, 
then, one ſhilling on each day to ſpend at the alehouſe, 
and his family one more for tea, beer, nuts, ginger- 
bread and ſo on. We are to add then twenty ſhillings | 
more to his account, ane an aA | 

NS | 8 8 © 4. 4. 
To 10 days work at 1s. 2d. each « © 11 8 
To 10 days ditto of wife, at dd. 1 
To 10 days do. of 4 children, 4d each per day o 13 4 


To 20 days extra expences for ſelf and family, | 
224. per day — 1 0 ® - 
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I not the fam of fifty ſhillings enomoue for this - 
milly, a heavy tax paid for a _ — — Let us 
ſuppoſe chĩs, poor man. to enter hly into the pra- 
tended defign of the day, to abſtain from food as well 
as. work, to faſt and. pray, and ſpend nothing, fill the 
faſt coſts him all the money that he -ayoids earning, und 
this ſimple devotee would pay twenty or thirty ſhillinge + 


a. year the privileg ilege of emaciating himſelf. 
N But the le, derive — 


advantages from feſtivals? 
.. . Good God!] is religion magick! What people de- 


rive advantages from feſlivals ? they, who never attend 


them It is notorious the poor are not to be found at. 
church an Eaſter and Whitſun holidays. Inquire for 
the London populace. at Genvich, and for the country 
poor at the ſign of the Croſs Keys. To ſay they mighe 
reap benefits, and they ought td pay for the liberty, is, 


equal an og. oe Ro IIS drunk ae 


the Dag and Duck, and they ought to pay me reckon- 
ern ae . 


& year rent for his cottage ; but the landferd neyer gots 5 

it, yet he would thank him. to pay his rent by ten days 
work ſor him. He can pay no rates to the pariſh, nor 
any taxes to government; yet wore he allowed to carn 
fifty ſhillings a year more than he does, he could pay 
both, and ſave money to buy a pig, or a bullock, or 


firing too. He owes ſomething: to the dector for phyſic, 
and {omething to the ſhop for feed, debts contracted 
in lyings-in and illneſs, he can pay none of theſe drib- 


lets; yet he could pay all, were he allowed to earn fifty 
ſhillings a year more, and to depoſtte it for payment of 
debrs in his maſter's. hands. Moeresver, he got drunle 
on the. feaſt of the Epiphany, which he; à heathen, ' 
called Twelfth up 2 feoro at the alehouſe + 
rolled-in .the dirt ſpoiled his clothes loſt his hat 


| fought with Sam- Stride, who four him a lawyer's letter. 


for which he paid-fix and-eight pence, befide a gujnes 
guide = — 1 8 = ſame pight he II 


Blue Bridget nineteen - for- the liberty of 
ing a baſtard to the pO were tormented 


with warrants, aud oaths, 
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terruptions of riot and debaurhery 
— the whole buſineſs of the pariſh. ſtood ſtill—and the 


induſtiious were-obliged to pay out of their honeſt. gains 
the whole expenee at laſt. | 


What! it will be ſaid, would you keep theſe people 
in eternal employment, and allow them no holidays? L 


would keep them in perpetual employ. Six days they 


ſhould labour, and do all they have to do, the ſeventh, 


being the ſabbathof the Lord their God, the clergy ſhould 
ſo perform divine ſervice as to engage them voluntarily 
aſſem 


to cheoſe to fill a religious y 3. their children 
ſhould be catechiſed, and rational. and agreeable pains 
ſhould'ibe taken to inftill the great principles of religion 


: Mito them; they ſhould be taught a practiee of piety, and 


a courſe of virtue; religion ſhould be unmaſked and ex- 


-poſed in its-own beauty to their view; at preſent it ap- 


pears to them an unmeaning encumbrance of expenſive 


orm. Their infants are queſtioned, and fprinkled— 
their wives pay a ſhilling and are ehurched they are ge- 


-nerally funny at a wedding, and feel no expence but the 


ring -tbey eat croſs buns on Geod-Friday—they ate 
metry at Eaſter—and mad at Chriſtmas—they pay ſmall 


tithes through life—and are buried in form when thay 
die and they call this the Chriſtian Religion in the 


_ eonftituted church in the world, and abuſe all who think 
otherwiſe as knaves and fools, ignorant of God and diſ- 
loyal to the king ! As to holidays, let the poor take an 
many as they can afford, and their maſters can ſpare. 


Far be it from us to wiſh to abridge their liberty, ar 


diminiſh their little eojoyment of life: but let us not. 
make religion of their gambols, nor enroll their paſtimts 
among the laws of Jeſus Chtiſt. F 
There were in the ritual of our anceſtors above two. 
hundred feſtal days, many of them in ſeed time, Hay- 
time, and harveſt. Great complaints were made to par- 
 Hament ;. the chu. ch, it was ſaid, would ruin the ſtate. 
 Whi'e the people were telling beads, and the prieſts. 
chanting and ſpouting away,. the corn lay. rotting in the 
fields, catile were neglected, commerce was at a ſtand, 
and the nation was ſtarving. Legiſlature ſtruck off firſt. 
_harveſt-holidays, and then others, and what remain were 
left for a decoy to papiſis, to the great grief of numbers, 
; hed to get rid of 
ſaperſtition, he root and 2 rind of ꝑoperx. 1 
5 | 4 IP 
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H any imagine theſe feſtivals neceſſary for the ſake of - 


informing people of the events that are commemorated 
on them, and of preſerving and perpetuating the re- 


' membrance of them, we only beg leave to aſk— Where 


was Chriſtianity ſo well und as in the primitive 
churches, which celebrated none of them ? Where is the 
Chriſtian religion leſs underſtood than in the Roman 
community, where they are celebrated without end? 
Who underſtood Chriſtianity beſt, our Saxon anceſtors, 
who had many feſtivals, or our immediate parents, who 
had few? Is religion better underſtood in theſe reformed 
churches where they are clebrated, than in- thoſe where 
they are omitted? Does religion conſiſt in the bare re- 


3 membrance of a few events in the life of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


May not all the ends propoſed by the obſervation of 
church-holidays be better anſwered without it? Do we 
not ſacrifice many great diſadvantages, and put ourſelves 
to unneceſſary inconveniences and expences for mere 
ſhadows, which can never be ſubſtantiated without civil 


' coercion ? Is not the likelieſt method to make the clergy 


loath the neceſſary parts of their office, the obliging of 
them to drudge alone ip unneceſſary exerciſes ?—Many 


articles are omitted—under-rated—and half reaſoned 


but we have ſaid enough perhaps too much —on the ill 
polity of Good - Friday 
Should any pariſh prieſt of genuine and generous piety 
{for to ſycophants and bigors we have nothing to ſay). 
who loves God, reyeres his king, wiſhes well to his 


country and to all mankind, ſhould ſuch a man ſay, [ 


mourn for the vices and calamities of my country, and 1 
dread thoſe chaſtiſements of Providence, which national 


ſins deſerve. I wiſh to contribate my mite to the pub- 


lic q but I know no better way of promoting it than 
by Inculcating the obſervation of faſts and feaſts, and 


approved rituals. I would venture to ſay to him, 


Reverend Sir! I give you credit for being a man too 


wiſe to quibble about ſtyle, where matters of the higheſt 


Importance are in hand, and too to be offended 


with the honeſt bluntneſs of one, whoſe reigning paſſion 
3s to with felicity to all mankind. Pardon me, then, if 


1 take the liberty to ſay—The cool, diſintereſted part of 


mankind conſider a hierarchy as confider a ſtanding | 
military force. In abſolute monarchies, where the main 


principle of the conſtitution is that of governing by fear, 


* 


* 
* 

* 

* 


. 
* 


* 
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an Hſerarchy is eſſentially neceſſary to the deſpotiſm of 
the prince; but in free Rates an hierarchy will always: 
juſtly be an object of jealouſy. Hierarchial powers have 
found many a ſtate free, and reduced each to flavery: 
but there is no inſtance of their having brought an en- 
flaved ſtate into chriſtian. liberty. our country, Sir, 
is the only one in the univerſe, in which civil liberty is. 
the very end and fcope of the conſtitution, You ſhould 
therefore acquaint yourſelf well with all the fingular 
— of this country, which is governed by a ſyſtem of 
ws all tending to the one great deſign, civil liberty, 
and you ſhould not put off &s man, the citizeh,, and 
the chriſtian, when you put on the clerical character. 
You profeſs a feligion, Sir, which agrees with civiF 
polity ; you know how ſome of your order have deprived: 
x of this. glory by reſiſting or duping their civil governors. 


in order to aggrandize themſelves. Recover that cha- 


racter to Chriſtianity, which thoſe crimſon tools of a 
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deſperate cauſe, Auſtin and Lanfrank, Dunſtan and 
. Anſelm, Thurſtan and Becket, LEP aud Peck 

ham, Arundel and Chichley, Woolſey and Bonner, Par- 
ker and Whitgift, Bafcroft and Laud, have vilely 
. fquandered away. Leave ſecular affairs to ſecular men. 


Have no more to do with commifſtons of the peace, 


county elections, commiſſions for roads, the civil affairs. 
of hoſpitals, corporations, and ſo on, than what you 
. eannot poſſibly avoid. You may have 5 as a gentle. 
man; but it is not neteſſary you: ſhould lay aſide the 
character ofa clergyman for tlic fake of aſſerting them. 
Civil government adminiſtercd. by clerical men always 
inſpires the lay gentry with jealouſy, and the poor with. 
- contempt, In your office, be no aſpiring ſtatefman'a. 
tool for filthy lucre's fake. Do not date to lift your un— 
. hallowed hand againſt the fovereign's title to the crown, 
. and the people's right to libexty, by brandiſhing che ob- 
folete and execrable doctrines of paſlive obedience, noa — 
veſiſtance, the divine rights of kings, and all the fncoh- 
- ficutional, poſitions, whick the ſupreme legiſlature ch - 
ſigned to eternal oblivion. at the glorious Revolutidh.. 
Tour ſuperior may put you on. attezing what he dare not 
utter bimſelf in ordes to feel the popular pulſe, and he 
may procure intereſted. hirelings to applaud you,. and 
Promiſe: that preferment to you, which he intends fdr 
. If you geri in the attempt, what eaves he > 
; 3 . | 


66 | 
But do not deceive yourſelf. The preſent royal family 
will never prefer men of arbitrary and unconſtitutional 
principles. His majeſty perfectly comprehends the 
ritiſh conſtitution, and as he magnanimouſly aſpires at 
the glory of reigning over a free people, who have con- 
fidence in his wiſdom and goodneſs, it is impoſlible he 


mould ſmile on thoſe, who lay the ax to the root, the 


conſtitution, and would by one fatal blow fell thoſe ad- 


mired branches his title and his people's liberties. . Stir 
up no ftrife in your public preaching, nor teach your 
\ Pariſh to abhor an inhabitant of it for praying in a barn. 


ever perſecute for religion's ſake, Never oppreſs con- 


| ſcience. Never diſcountenance piety in other commu. 


nities, left men ſhould think you not a miniſter of reli- 
gion, but a tool of a party. Never condemn denomi- 


nations in the groſs, nor impute principles and practices 


to them, which they abhor. Sew no jealouſies and diſ- 


* 


Chhriſlianity more than the peculiarities of your own 


Holy $criprures, diſtioguiſh the doQriues of revelation 


cords in families. Cultivate the general principles of 
party, and the rights of all makind rather than the ri- 


tual of a very ineonſiderable part of them. | 


You are the miniſter of a religion famous for its mo- 


rality. Do nothing to weaken this evidence of its divi- 


nity. : 
Avoid all groſs vices, drunkenneſs, adultery, lying, 
blaſphemy, fabbath-breaking. It is not enough fur you 
to abſtain from ſwearing and lying, you muſt not take 
the Lord's name in vain, nor allow yourſelf to prevari- 
cate. Abſtain from what Scripture calls filtbine/+ of /pi- 
rit, pride, levity, hypocriſy, avarice, diſcontent, diſ- 
uruſt, mental immoralities. Practiſe all the moral du- 
nies of -both tables, and let your flock ſee as well as hear 
your doctrine. Have no fellowſhip with thoſe unfruit- 
fal works of darkneſs, gaming, horſe-racing, frequent» 
ing taverns ale-hoaſes, play-bouſes, opera- houſes, 


in 
bal » aſſemblies, maſquerades; avoid alſo hunting, 


Hooting, dangling at the heels of Sir Robert, cringing 
at the levee of my lord, and fetching and carrying for 
my lady, of all which, whatever may be ſaid for ſecu- 
Jar men, not one can be proper for you. The miniſter 
of Chriſt muſt at leaſt appear to be a man of delicate 


and refined moral virtue, | 


You area miniſter of a revealed religion. Study the 
ſſon 
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Nom the diſcoveries of philoſophers ; the precepts of 


Chriſt from the prudential ſaws of Epiftetus ; the doc- 


trines and laws of his kingdom from human creeds and 
worldly maxims; and do not imagine that claflics and 
mathematics, novels and plays, contain a body of chriſ- 
- tian divinity. Never turn the ſacred truths of revelation 


into ridicule, nor call being born again, fearing the Lord, 


praying by the ſpirit, the cantof a party. The phraſe- 


ology of Scripture may. have been miſunderſtood ; but 
ou ſhould not diſcard both comment and text; you 
ave adopted the book, and you ought to explain its 


meaning. Avail yourſelf of all opportunities of diſſe- 
minating Scripture knowledge. Catechize the children, 


and the poor in your pariſh. Carry religion home to their 
boſoms. "Las aſide the ſelf-important haughtineſs of a 
rieſt, and put on the meck and humble temper of your 
aſter. Go into the cottages of the poor. Encoura 


their meeting together to pray and to read the Holy 
- Scriptures. Teach them to ſet up family worſhip, to 


perform a courſe of domeſtic,devotion, and, above all 
things, never countenance the profanation of the Lord's 
day, but teach them to reverence and improve it. 

You are, Sir, a miniſter in a rich community. Your 


country gives you good wages, and they expect at leaſt 


ſome work. Employ your emoluments to better pur- 
poſes than thoſe of dreſs and equipage, Sunday viſits, 
midnight revels, aſſemblies, ſimoniacal contracts, and 
ſuch like. Deteſt the miſerable diſpoſition of hoarding 
wealth, and dread being poſſeſſed with the rage of rifing 


to preferment. Remember, all church emoluments ate 
fiduciary, and they lapſe into the public hand, when 


the ſervices for which they were granted, are not per- 


formed. Flatter the vices of no patron; but with a 
modeſt boldneſs reprove them. Dare to be upright. 


Deſpiſe the ſhame of fingularity. Touch no fine - cures. 


- Renounce needleſs pluralities. Do not plead for non- 
reſidence, and, if you muſt have a curate, let him ſhare 


both work and wages.— It would be tedious to you, 
were I to go through the duties that are annexed to all 


- offices from the curate up to the metropolitan of all 


England, and I will only your patience, while I 
add in general, avoid the 22 that diſgrace too 
many of your order—deſtroy the prejudices of deiſts and 
Itidel;a—allow, at leaſt, the probability 2 of ſome de- 
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' „ The principal vices that diig ee the priellbood are: 
OI A 


F. Ipnorance body of Clhiriſfiab divinity. 2. Perjury, 
- x they ſubſcribe upon oath-their belief of propoſitions, 
which they have either not examined, or do not believe. 

3 Ambition, expreſſed in 'ahaayhty reſerve in private 
life, a vain and pompoas parade in public, à pedantie 

afteRation of wiſdom of words in their public preaching, 
by which they ſacrifice the edification of a whole congre-= 
gation to the filly vanity of ſhining as men of genius. 
4. Inſatiable ævariee, ten thouſand times more tenacious 
of a four-penny Eafter-offering than of all the ten com- 
' mandments. 5. Time ſer ving, always purſuing thoſe 
+ meaſures which ſerve their own intereſt, —— to 
it philoſophy and divinity, the intereſt of their country 


ce a... 


part, recoinmending Chriſtanity by office, and eſtabliſhe 
ing paganiſm by inclination, at church in maſquerade, 
and at a play in their native character. Such prieſts as 


vidicule of Atheiſts, and the reaſons of Deiſm ! Be it 


that defile the face of a weeping reformed church. 
| Your community is ſuſpected of tymbolizing with pope- 
Ty, for Parpalio the Pope's nuncio offered in the Pope's. 


church are bree, ſuperſticion, tyranny, and immorality. 
Are there no evidences of your poſſeſſing theſe-gloomy 


Do you place no religion in habits, places, words, and 
ver conſcience, that in lefs 1 times your order 
unjuſtly acquized ? Have you like other penitents joĩned 
reſtitution to repentance? Have you expelled no Rudents 
for praying and reading the Scriptures? denied ordina- 
tion to no cardidates on account of their holding the 


no clergymen for preaching more zealoufly than your- 
felves? Have. you awed none into flence, who would 


colleagues? an 30 the dileating hs a” 


name to confirm your ſervice book. All reformed di- 
vines own, the diftinguiſhing characters of that apoſtate 


7 ſeckion und adopt the Courſe. prafetibed. by the oradlex 


and the honour of their God. 6. Hypocriſy, acting a 


theſe turn the heavenly manna into poifon. They give 
the enemies of religion cauſe to blaſpheme, they are the 


your holy ambition, Sir, to wipe off the foul prejudices. 


marks of Antichriſtianiſm 2 Are your morals-inco.rupt.? = 
forms? Have you reſigned the unrighteous dominion 


doQrines of your own articles fuſpended and perſecuted 


ſpeak if they dare? What ſaid you to your petitioning | 
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* 
you flatter, and ſoothe, and call brethren in Chriſt? 
Are they freed from oaths, and ſubſcriptions, and penal 
laws? Chriſtian liberty! thou favourite offspring of 


| heaven! thou firſt born of Chriſtianity! I ſaw the wiſe 
and pious ſervants of God nouriſh thee in their houſes, 


and cheriſh thee in their boſoms! I ſaw them lead thee 


Into public view! All good men hailed thee! The gene- 


rous Britiſh Commons careſſed and praiſed thee, and led 
thee into an upper houſe, and there . . . . there didſt 
thou expire in the holy laps of ſpiritual Lords |. . . Al- 
low, it is not impoſſible, it is not improbable, it is 
likely, that yay have happened in Chriſtianity, whic 
has happened in law; multifarious ſtatutes have obſcured 
plain common law. Changing the term law for divi- 


' nity, I will recite the words of one of the chief orna- 
ments of that profeſſion. The Chriſtian religion has 


fared like other venerable edifices of antiquity, which 

raſh and unexperienced workmen have ventu. ei to ner 
dreſs and refine with all the rage of modern improve- 
ment: hence frequently its ſymmetry has been deſtroy- 


ed, its proportions diſtorted, and its uA BTI Su- 


PLICITY exchanged for ſpecious embelliſhments, and 
fantaſtic novelties. For, to ſay the truth, all niceties 


and intricacies owe their original not to Scripture divi- 
nity, but to additions and innovations, often on a ſud- 
den penned by men, who had none, or very little judg- 


ment in divinity. . . +» + In fine, Sir, feed the flock of 
God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood 
Covet no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel Warn every 
one night and day with tcars—Serve the Lord with all 
humility of mind—Keep back nothing that is profitable 
to us—Teach us publicly, and from houſe to houſe— 
Teſtify to Jews and Greeks neither worldly politics, nor 
hum n inventions, but repentance toward God, and 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Watch in all things Do 
the work of an evangeliſt — Make full proof of your 
miniſtry— Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, 


_ to doftrine—Meditate upon theſe things—Grvs Ta r- 
-#2LF WHOLLY TO THEM. Do theſe things, and then, 


when you are become venerably hoary in the beſt of ſervi- 
ces, finiſh your courſe with joy—take Britain and her co- 


-Jonies, proteſtantiſm and popery, Canada and China, 
-your own church and other reformed churches, heaven 


and earth, to record that you are pure m the me 
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all men— Quit the world like your divine Maſter, and 

% * _ -afrend to heaven, you blefling us, and we admiring yen.“ 
But if, on the contrary, neglecting all the duties of 

. your office, and practiſing all the vices that ever pro- 
wvoked the patience of God and man If you enter the 
ehurch by that dors, by which Auanias was turned out, 
- profeſling to be moved by the Spirit of -Ged, while you 
are actuated only by ambition or avarice If ſo far from 
coming up to the ſpitit of thoſe qualifications, which 
- are. required to ordination, you fall ſhest of the very 
letter, either in learning, morality, or 'knowledge of 
AN you fubſeribe thirty-aine — — three 
ereeds, the genuine and the apoctyplal iptures, the 
- books of prayer, ordination, and homibes, and fwear 
- canvnical obedience to one hundred: and ſorty one ca- 

nons, without having read, examined, and beliered the 

| - whole—lf you take the outh of ſupremacy, and hold,. 
| | *that the church bath legiſlative power H you abjure 
- Pupery upon oath, and yet hold the principal articles. 
_-- that-ſuppoer ie-—If you ſwear allegianee to his Majeſty, 
- and teach avti-revolutional principles=-If you obtain 

+ preferment hy fimony direct or indirect If you take 
charge of oo fouls, and never ſpeak to 1900 of them 
- = If you hold contradictory doctrines while you profeſs. 

- unifortnity=—If you have a catechiſm, and never teach 
If you negle@ your duty to hunt after preferment— 
If you enjoy the emoluments of a ſpiritual office in per- 
Fon, and do the fervice of it by proxy—If you bate 
reformation, and depreciate and perſecute thoſe who. 
would reform you If you miſrepreſent peaceable ſub- 

_ Jets, taxing them with hereſy, ſchiſm, and republicane 
iſm, and ſtrive to render their loyalty to the crown, and. 
their love to the conſtitution 3 If you prophare 
Sabbaths, and ordinances of divine appointment—lf all 
your ſludy is to make a fair ſhew in the fleſh—If'you 
mind only earthly things, your god being your belly, 
and glorying in your ſhame—and vainly imagine to 
er all' thefe erimes by obſerving a Good-Friday, and 
io to gull mankind into a perſuaſion of your ſapience and 
 anflity—know of a trath — the time may come, when 
your civil governors may ſee it as neoeſſary to reform 

_ your reformation as thelr anceſtors did to reform the re- 
gion of your predecefſors—till then, although the ze- 
'igion-of piousipectatore will not ſuffer them to * 
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Mair of your head, yet the ſame religion will oblige them 
to ſay of you— This evil man talks of light, while his 
feet are ſtumbling on dark mountains — his country and 
the ſmall remains of his own conſcience, the canons of. 
his church and the laws of the ftate, the liberalities of 
his prince and the tears of his brethren—the aſhes of 
Burnets and Hoadleys and Lardners, the beſt judgments 


of heaven on degenerate prieſts and incorrigible nations, 


all call him to his duty, and warn him. of the danger of 
falling into the hands of an angry God—if he will not 
hear, our ſouls ſhall weep in ſecret places for his igno- 
xance and pride. | 2 | 


13 d 


The following valuable Books are juſt Publiſhed by 
Jonx FIT DI Nc, No. 23, Pater-nofter Row. 


1. HE London Art of Cookery, and Houſe- 
3 keeper's Complete Aſſiſtant, made Plain and 


Eaſy to the Underſtanding of every Houſekeeper, 


Cook, and Servant, in the Kingdom. Embelliſhed. 
with a Head of the Author, and Twelve Copper- 
plates of Bills of Fare for every Month. By John 
Farley, principal Cook at the London Tavern. Price 
6s. bound. | 5 

2. A New Peerage of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land, Complete, in one neat Pocket Volume, with 


the Arms and Mottos tranſlated, Price 3s. 6d. ſewed, 


or 43. 6d. bound. in Calf, gilt and lettered. 


7 F > The London Guide, Second Edition, with the 
Addition of a fine large perſpective View of London, 


28. 6d. ſewed. 8 
4. The Beauties of Dr. Blair's Celebrated Sermons, 
| 23, 6d. ſewed. 5 | 


5. The Beauties of the late Reverend James Hervey, 


inexhauſtible Fund of political Information, in 


BOOKS Printed for Joh FIET DIN S. 


6. Herries's Pathetic Addreſs to the People, on the 
frequent and enormous Crime of Suicide, 1s. 
7. A new Tranſlation of the Whole Works of Fla- 
vius Joſephus, in Two Volumes, 4to. illuſtrated with. 
Seventy beautiful Copper-plates. | 

8. The Royal Family Bible, By Berries and Thomp- 
ſon, embelliſhed with One Hundred elegant Copper- 
plates, in Two Volumes, Folio. | 2 
9. Thompſon's Life of Jeſus Chriſt, ornamented.. 
with Twenty-five of the beſt Cuts which were ever giv- 
en in any Work of the Kind, in One Volume, 4to.. 
Price 16s. bound in Calf and lettere:?. 72 

The Three laſt valuable Articles may be had in 
Numbers, if more agreeable to the Purchaſer. 

10. Dr. Franklin's 'Tranſlation of Cicero's Cato- 
Major, or Diſcourſe on Old Age, with Explanatory 
Notes, and an elegant Head of. the Tranſlator from a 
Painting done at Paris, in Auguſt 1782, Price 2s. * 

11. Dr. Robertſon's Treatiſe on the Virtues and 
Efficacy of a Cruſt of Bread, the Fifth Edition, 1s. 6d. 
12. Sheridan's Genuine Account of the Revolution 
in Sweden, with an elegant View of Stockholm, and 
a correct coloured Map of that Kingdom and Countries 


adj cent, 3s, ſewed. 


13. A Conciſe Abſtract of Eighty-ſeven public Acts 
of Parliament, being the whole that paſſed laſt Seſſions, 


Price 28. ſewed, or 2s. 6d. bound. | 


14. Nathan the Wiſe, a Pailoſophical Drama, from 
the German of. G. E. Leſſing, late Librarian to the 


Duke of Brunſwick, tranſlated. into Engliſh, by R. 
E. Raſpe; Price 28. ſewed. 


15. A Collection of State Papers, relative to the 


firſt Acknowledgment of the Sovereignty of the United 


States of America, to which is prefixed, the Political 
Character of John Adams, Eſq; Likewiſe an Eſſay on 
Canon and Feudal Law. Price 23. FL ar 
16. Hiſtory of the Weſtminſter Forum, nay Fre 
wo - 
Volumes, 8vo. Price 7s. ſewed. : 5 
17. Eſſays on Hunting, containing a Tapia! 
Enquiry into the Nature and Properties of the Scent... 
Price 38. ſewed. | MN 
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